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Praise for Phil rickman:

‘few writers blend the ancient and supernatural with 
the modern and criminal to better effect than rickman... 

the merrily Watkins [series] is both strikingly original 
and consistently intriguing... an absorbing and thought-

provoking page-turner.’  
Laura WiLson, Guardian

‘a superb storyteller who makes the supernatural all 
too believable... spine-tingling, and yet suffused with 

compassion and charm, this is rickman at his very best 
and proves just how compelling and original a writer he is.’  

Geoffrey WanseLL, daiLy MaiL

‘rickman writes mysteries in the classic sense, cleverly 
combining the supernatural and criminal elements to 
illuminate the darkest corners of our imaginations.’  

John ConnoLLy

‘compassionate, original and sharply contemporary,  
rickman’s crime series is one of the best around.’  

Andrew TAylor, speCtator

The merrilY WaTkins series   

1   The Wine of Angels

2   Midwinter of the Spirit 

3   A Crown of Lights 

4   The Cure of Souls 

5   The Lamp of the Wicked 

6   The Prayer of the Night Shepherd 

7   The Smile of a Ghost 

8   The Remains of an Altar 

9   The Fabric of Sin

10  To Dream of the Dead

11  The Secrets of Pain

12  The Magus of Hay

Visit his website at: www.philrickman.co.uk
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When autumn storms blast Hereford, 

centuries-old human bones are found amongst 

the roots of a tree blown down on the city’s 

Castle Green. But why have they been stolen? 

 At the nearby Cathedral, another storm is 

building around a new, modernising bishop 

who believes that if the Church is to survive 

it must phase out irrelevant archaic practices. 

Not good news for Merrily Watkins, consultant 

on the paranormal or, as it used to be known, 

diocesan exorcist. Especially as she’s now 

presented with the job at its most medieval.

 In the moody countryside on the edge of 

Wales, a rambling 12th-century house is 

thought to be haunted. Although its new 

owners don’t believe in ghosts, they do believe 

in spiritual darkness and the need for exorcism. 

But their approach to Merrily is oblique and 

guarded. No one can be told – least of all, the 

new bishop. 

Merrily’s discovery of the house’s links with 

the medieval legend of a man who resisted 

mortality threatens to expose the hidden 

history of a more modern cult and its trail of 

insidious abuse. A trail that may not be closed.
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